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Brad’s Breads introducing gelato
FROZEN DESSERT NEW
TO ORANGE CITY

Orange City and the surrounding

it. Gelato, on the other hand, does

flavor than most ice cream flavors.

As a result, gelato does not keep as

area love to check out what new

not have that.

Gelato is also served warmer than

long, so you can be certain that the
gelato is always fresh at Brad’s.

KAELIN ALONS
PUBLIC RELATIONS

when they stop in.

goods appear under the counter
Gelato,

When you walk into the front
door of Brad’s Breads, you will
be hit over the head by a wall
of delicious smells: fresh, warm
homemade bread to the light,
sugary cruffins, the gooey, sweet
caramel rolls and rich, dark coffee.
But wait, there’s a new smell in
the air today. Cold, fruity, creamy
Italian gelato? That’s not a smell
often present in Northwest Iowa.
Owner Brad Gabel came up with
the idea to sell the Italian delicacy
as a complementary item at the
bakery because of his mission to
bring new foods to small towns in
the Midwest. For example, cruffins,
a fan favorite at Brad’s, originated
from Australia, and crepes were
originally a French or Italian dish.
Both are virtually unheard of in
most small towns around here,
but Gabel saw an opportunity to
broaden the community’s palate
through his shop. As a result,

Brad’s

most

recent

Gelato contains more milk and

ice cream; most people eat it at 10-

sugar than cream and air, making

20 degrees Fahrenheit compared to

it a lot denser which gives a richer

ice cream’s five degrees Fahrenheit.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

addition, became a huge hit over
the summer as an alternative to ice
cream. Regular customers, children
and athletic teams alike, would
come in week after week to try all
the new flavors, but many did not
understand the difference between
ice cream and gelato. So, Brad’s set
a sign up to inform people about
the difference.
Gelato

and

ice

cream

both

contain three major ingredients:
dairy, sugar and air. But the
difference

between

the

gelato

and ice cream comes from the
proportions

these

ingredients

appear in both sweet treats. On one
hand, ice cream contains a larger
proportion of air and cream than
gelato, making it much fattier. The
faster the ice cream is whipped,
the more air is folded in and the
fluffier it gets. At the same time,
ice cream runs the risk of having
those pesky crystallizations appear
because of how much air is inside

PHOTO BY NOELLE PHILIPPI
Brad’s circulates a variety of flavors through the case, which currently hosts pear caramel, apple cider, lemon
sorbetto, and hazelnut latte.

Colenbrander Hall welomes new RD

PHOTO BY LYDIA RAKOW
Brian Follett, resident director of Colenbrander Hall, is in his first year in this position.

FROM RESIDENT TO
RESIDENT DIRECTOR
KAYLEE BANDSTRA

PUBLIC RELATIONS

INSIDE

Freshmen and transfer
students are not the only
new faces on campus
this year. Northwestern
College’s
Colenbrander

“Coly” Hall gained a
new resident director,
Brian Follett, after saying
goodbye to Cody Hughes
of four years.

NW is not new to
Follett, as he attended NW
and graduated in 2018.
“I pursued a double
major
of
business
administration
and
religion - now biblical
and theological studies,”
Follett
said.
“After
graduating here, I went
to Denver Seminary and
earned a Master of Divinity
with a concentration in
Chaplaincy.”
Follett first visited
NW when he was junior in
high school. He wished to
go to a Christian college,
he but was uncertain
about NW until his visit.
“I visited NW as a
second choice,” Follett said.
“I came apprehensively
because I don’t like cold
weather or small towns.
But after my visit, I knew I
was coming here. The way
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I felt in my visit - staying
in Coly - made me feel
like I already belonged.
Everyone during my visit,
whether it was a student,
professor or coach made
me feel known and was
incredibly kind. My entire
experience at NW and
specifically my time as an
RA really shaped me into
who I am and is the reason
I am back here as an RD.”
NW has many positive
memories
for
Follett
because this is where he
met his wife, Madison
Raska.
“Madison is two years
older than me and was my
orientation group leader
when I was a freshman,”
Follet said. “We dated the
four years I was a student
and got married the
summer after I graduated
in 2018.”

Madison
graduated
with a public relations
degree and now works as
the assistant manager at
Terrace View Event Center
in Sioux Center.
Follett’s original goal
after college was to be a
chaplain; however, during
seminary,
Follett
felt
called to become an RD.
His time as a North Suites
resident assistant made
him realize he wanted to
pursue a college-relational
ministry. So, when a
position at NW opened,
Follett applied.
“How cool is it that I
can be present and walk
alongside college students
as a job,” Follett said.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Taylor Swift reclaims her name
A NEW SOUND
FOR TAYLOR SWIFT
LINDSEY CRAIG
ECOLOGY

Swifties everywhere are
being sent into a whirlwind of
emotions as singer/songwriter
Taylor Swift re-records songs
from her previous albums.
Towards the end of 2020, Swift
confirmed that she had begun
to re-record the first six albums
of her career including: Taylor
Swift, Fearless, Speak Now, Red, 1989
andReputation.
In April of this year, Fearless
(Taylor’s Version) was released

showcasing a whole new side
of Swift. Since the original
release of Fearless back in
2008, it is easy to see how Swift
has developed as an artist and
matured in her performance.
The album also features six
new songs that were not
released on the original track.
Fearless also features six new
songs that got cut during the
first round as well as a bonus
track. Swift has said this
addition allows the listeners
to get a more complete
understanding of the coming
of age associated with her
album. The extra tracks have
worked to develop a much

richer meaning and shows
her fans what the album could
have been many years ago.
Through the re-recorded
songs and inclusion of the
songs that were cut from the
album under her previous
recording company, fans get
a better idea of who Swift is
as a writer and performer. In
the old records, a lot of the
emotions were lost which
we can see more clearly in
Taylor’s version of her songs.
These newly released songs
also show the maturity and
growth of Swift as her career
has progressed since the songs
were first released back in
2008.
Some of the differences
between the original songs
and newly released versions
are the variations in sounds.
In the original version, Swift
was still finding herself. In her
newly released songs, she sings
with maturity and confidence
that was not there before. The
instrumentals were also heard
more clearly in her re-recorded
songs than the originals.
Fans are anxiously awaiting
the release of Red (Taylor’s Version
set for November 19. Along
the way, she put on Twitter
a ‘vault’ containing ‘easter
eggs’ which gives fans an

opportunity to decode hints
about Swift’s future releases.
Such clues have included
jumbled words and even a
crossword puzzle. Each clue
is met with Swifties frantically
trying to piece things together
to figure out what is coming
next.
Since the beginning of
her career starting in 2006
until 2019, Swift was caught
in a contract with recording
company, Big Machine. Big
Machine and specifically,
Scooter Braun, restricted
her ability to produce songs
she composed on her own.
For years, she was creatively
limited and forced to produce
songs differently than the way
she intended for them to be.
The fight for the ownership
of her songs between herself
and Braun weighed on her
for the first 13 years of Swift’s
career. However, it is obvious
she is coming back better than
ever ready to give her loyal fans
music her way. The issue was
finally resolved in November
of 2020, when the deal
expired and Swift negotiated
ownership of all her future
masters. This deal left Big
Machine with the ownership
of the first six albums but
ensured Swift complete

COURTESY OF TAYLORSWIFT.COM

freedom of the music she has
and will continue to produce
from here on out.
The announcement of her
re-recording at the end of

2020 has led Swift to become
more outspoken about the
difficulties she faced while
producing for the Big Machine
recording company. Swift has

since been busy reconfiguring
songs and leaning into her
roots to focus on producing
music that she is proud to have
her name on.

Funny and action packed, something for everyone
MOVIE REVIEW

REYNOLDS IN NEW
COMEDY
KATIE STRUCK
MUSIC

The
of
Free Guy
follows
Guy
(Ryan
Reynolds), who’s an
NPC in a video game.
He eventually decides
to become a hero in the
game with the hopes
of winning over the
girl of his dreams, who
happens to be one of
the “sunglasses people”
(people from the “real
world” who are players
in the game). The thing
I loved about the plot
is that it has a little bit
of everything. It has
action, comedy and an
adorable love story all
wrapped into one film
and it’s all pretty evenly
distributed throughout.
You’re not left sitting
there waiting for things
to pick back up again,
and you’re not rushing
through the moments
in the storyline either.
Nothing in the story
line is revealed too
soon or not soon

enough. I also like how
the perspectives switch
between Guy and the
players from the real
world.
I think it is also
crucial to mention that
the ending had me
grinning like an idiot all
eight times I watched it.
Though
many
of
the characters were
video game characters,
they were well written
enough where you’re
left rooting for and
connecting with them.
Guy was obviously a
character who’s easy to
connect with as much
of the film is in his
perspective, but even
the supporting roles of
the other background
characters
left
an
impression with their
quirky personalities and
eventual aspirations to
be more than “just a
background character.”
Characters who live
outside of the video
game include Keys,
(Joe Keery), and Millie,
(Jodie Comer), both
game
developers,
Mouser
(Utkarsh
Ambudkar),
Key’s

coworker, and Antoine
(Taika Waititi), Keys’
and Mouser’s boss. All
of them have their own
distinctive personalities
and motives that they
bring to the table, and
though some live in
a virtual world while
others live in the
real one, they are all
connected.
As far as props go,
I thought they were
spot on. All the video
game characters looked
like they were wearing
legitimate clothing you
would find on an NPC
or in a video game avatar
store. The weapons and
gear used in the video
game world were also
things that you would
actually find in video
games, such as The
Portal Gun, or Fortnite’s
Llama Pickaxe. There
were certainly several
pop-culture references
throughout, especially
in one particular battle
towards the end of the
movie.
I thought the set was
very immersive and
believable, both in the
video game world and

in the real one. The
headquarters of the
gaming company was
very polished and high
class, as a successful
gaming
company
should have. The video
game world was your
standard city scape, just
with lots of explosions
and video game items.
The director of Free
Guy is Shawn Levy.
Levy also directed the
Night at The Museum
movies, which I loved
watching during my
childhood, as well as a
few episodes of Stranger
Things. Based on my
enjoyment of those
projects, I think that
Free Guy certainly lives
up to Levy’s reputation.
I also find it necessary
to mention how great
the music was in this
film. The score was
written by Christophe
Beck (the man who
wrote the music in the
Frozen movies), so you
know it’s good. It also
features Mariah Carey’s
Fantasy, which will be
stuck in your head for
days after watching.

COURTESY OF THE MOVIE DATABASE
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Music comes back in full force this fall
CONCERTS BACK
ON CAMPUS
ANGELA WINTERING
THEATRE
Over the past year, performing
art has been severely limited.
However, in the midst of the lights
of Broadway being turned back on,
Northwestern has also begun to
engage with its community once
again through performing arts.
Launching into the year with the
traditional public performance of
the theatre department’s children
show, the second main art event of
the year will be commencing on
October 2 at 7:30 p.m. in Christ
Chapel.
The concert will feature
performances from the jazz band,
the A capella choir, and other
ensembles as well. The A capella
choir will be performing a whole
host of genres, selecting songs like
an arrangement of Amazing Grace,
a modern soundscape piece and a
Taiwanese arrangement.
Katie Struck, junior music major
and member of the A capella choir,

has a favorite among the selections
called The Red-Gold Darkness of
Rain. “The piece is derived from
Amy Lowell’s Summer Rain poem,
and we also imitate the sound of
rain pattering throughout the piece,
so it’s just very fun,” says Struck.
The Heritage Singers will also be
performing at this concert. They
will be singing selections in German
from Johannes Brahm’s Liebeslieder
Waltzer.
The Women’s Choir will also be
performing, completing NW’s choir
collection. They will be singing two
selections, one in Spanish called
Yo le Canto Todo el Dia, and the
other in English. Elise Petty, a senior
modified music major and member
of the Women’s Choir, commented
on the selection in English, and
highlighted how it is an adaption of
Psalm 23. “It is a text that most of us
know, but in this song it is bringing
praise to God, and is so beautifully
written it gives me chills when it is
sung.”
Along with a thrilling selection
of pieces from all of the campus’
vocal groups, several of the band
groups will be performing. Michael

Hornback will be featured on the
alto saxophone during one of the
pieces.
Clare Struck, junior music
major, also has a favorite among
the selections for her respective
ensemble. “I really love Celebrations.
It’s a super fun piece to play, and my
heart is always racing by the end of
it. It feels so rewarding when we get
to the end of the piece to remember
all the things we’ve accomplished
while preparing this challenging
piece,” said Struck.
The singers and players will
remain unmasked throughout
the production. The musicians are
elated that this change has come.
Clare, for one, feels a sense of longmissed auditory freedom. Clare
said, “We’ve all been longing for a
sense of normalcy, and are so glad
to be able to be back together again
under normal circumstances.”
“Our voices will no longer be
muffled behind masks, and the
audience will get to hear a clearer
and fuller sound compared to last
year,” said Katie Struck.
Stephen Danner, another
member of the A capella choir, says,

PHOTO BY ANA DEKRUYTER
NW’s choir practicing for upcoming performance on October 2 at 7:30 p.m.

“It feels great; with the masks on the
sound is muffled and it becomes a
lot harder to sing to the back.” As
well as difficulty of distance, Elise

Petty highlights that, “Not only is
it hard to breath, but it is hard to
project and to do diction [wearing
a mask].”

As well as the enthusiasm,
hopes are high for this concert and
along with all of the following ones
throughout the year.

Anna Boyles: athlete, servant and musician

NW STANDOUT STUDENT
HALEY LOUW
STATISTICS

For senior music major, Anna Boyles, it’s not just
the notes and instruments that give her studies
meaning, but the impact they can have when it
comes to loving and serving others well. “For me,
music has always been an outlet. I think it can help
people who are struggling with other issues and
serve as their outlet.”
When moving her older brother in to
Northwestern College, Anna became intrigued
with the campus atmosphere. After speaking with
the soccer coach at the time, she felt that NW
would be a good fit for her to further both her
music and soccer career. However, after receiving
a concussion in her freshman soccer season, Boyles
quickly began to appreciate the community she
had in both the soccer team and from the music
department. “The music department is like one
big family. When I walk into the building, there’s
automatic acceptance.” Now in her senior season,
Boyles is serving as a student coach and is glad to
have had the support systems in place to help her
along every step in the journey.
Within the music department itself, Boyles says
she’s really enjoyed her conversations with Dr. Holm
and Dr. Kong. “I’ve really enjoyed talking to them
about their music knowledge, but also just about
how they got to where they are and about anything
else going on in our lives.” Though Boyles has never
had class with Dr. Holt, she noted that their time
together in voice lessons has been a lot of fun with
the energy Dr. Holt brings to the department.
Regarding what she appreciates about music,
Boyles prefers singing to playing instruments, but
is currently learning how to play the guitar and has

enjoyed the experience. Additionally, her upbringing
in Kentucky has given her an appreciation for
bluegrass music and its instrumental components.
In high school music classes, Boyles noted that
students with special needs were often part of the
choir, and this helped her see that music can be
used as a way of building belonging and loving
people well. With this experience, Boyles decided
that music therapy would be a field she might
enjoy working in. Thus, she decided to pursue a
psychology minor in addition to her music major.
“I think it’s really interesting how music affects
the brain, and I think it can be a powerful tool in
helping people and letting them express themselves
through a creative outlet,” said Boyles.
Because of her experience in high school choir,
Boyles would like to use her music therapy expertise
working in a school. Currently looking into
graduate programs, she mentioned that if she didn’t
work in music therapy immediately following her
time at NW, she’d like to work in the missions field.
“It would be really cool to use music in the
mission field,” said Boyles, “but I think the personal
skills I’ve acquired through being a part of the music
department have helped me more when it comes to
meeting people where they’re at and helping walk
alongside them.”
Boyles spoke highly of her recent SOS experience
in Alaska over the summer, noting that even though
she thought Alaska was the last place she’d go, she
found that it was where God needed her to be
during that season.
These relationships she built in Alaska helped her
see how much her personal and relational skills have
grown during her time in the music department.
“You’ll get out of it what you put into it. When
classes are hard, it’s good to have relationships with
those in the department who can help you work
through whatever you’ve got going on. And the

PHOTO BY AMELIA HOLT
Boyles interested in music therapy programs following NW.

whole experience itself is just a lot more fun with
other people.”
Anna Boyles has been a treasure to NW’s campus
these past four years, whether it’s performing on
stage, helping run soccer practice or just hanging

around with friends, she leaves a lasting impression.
No matter where Boyles ends up come May 14,
she has some parting wisdom for anyone new to
campus: “Don’t procrastinate.”
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Learning Commons services available
BIKES, BOOKS,
AND HAMMOCKS
ANGELA WINTERING
THEATRE

A good library is difficult
to come by. A good library
with an extensive selection
of books and records is
even more difficult to come
by. However, if you want
to find a good library with
an extensive catalog and
records collection as well
as a stellar staff who wants
to connect with and serve
everyone who walks through
the doors, Dewitt Learning
Commons meets all the
marks. Known simply as the
LC to students, this library
serves as a study space, a
coffee hangout, a place of
academic records and a
home to rentable equipment.
The LC was built in 2013.
It’s current building houses
three departments: the LC,
Academic Support Services
and
the
Audiovisual
Department. Its current
location is the third in the
history of this LC. In 1894,
around the time of the
college being established,
the LC was in Zwemer Hall.
Over a half a century later
in 1963, the LC moved
into Ramaker, where it was
housed until 2013. The LC
was then moved into a newly
built structure, which is the
current place for the evergrowing catalog of books,

records and archives at NW.
The LC also offers
refreshments at the coffee
shop, Common Grounds.
They have a selection of
lattes, frappes and tea.
However, coffee isn’t the only
thing offered at the LC. Over
this school year, the LC staff
are expanding their outreach
with six different events
spread throughout the year,
including the occasional
“Drinks @ DeWitt.” The first
installment of this event took
place on September 9 with
several flavored lemonades,
such as peach, strawberry,
raspberry and lavender.
Following fall break, the
second installment of this
event will take place with
hot cider.
Along with “Drinks @
DeWitt,” a long-standing
tradition of the LC has
been to provide three days
of snacks and beverages
to students during finals
week. However, last year,
they adapted to COVID
restrictions and provided
coloring sheets, playdough
and crafts for students to
take a study break. Sara
Huyser, the Outreach and
Engagement
Specialist,
has spent over six years at
the LC and is particularly
excited about the new
outreach attempts the LC is
implementing this year.
“Our outreach events
enable the staff at the LC
to get to know our students

PHOTO BY PRATIK PAUDEL
Bike racks outside the LC has single and tandem bikes, which are available for rent at the circulation desk.

in a fun and personal way,”
Huyser said.
In addition to providing
study
breaks,
rentable
equipment is available at the
circulation desk. When the
weather is pleasant, students
can be seen touting the
rentable bikes around town.
Single and tandem bikes are
stored outside the LC, and
with the scan of a student
ID, students can check out a
bike for a few hours. New this
year are rentable hammocks.

Located on the campus green
is a hammock structure,
students can suspend either
their personal or rented
hammocks.
Bikes
and
hammocks can be rented for
free at any time of day.
The LC also has several
displays that are about
different
topics
and
are
placed
sporadically
throughout
the
LC.
Currently, there are four
displays in total throughout
the building. The lower-

level has one that showcases
items from the archives
about NW’s extra-curricular
activities, the second floor
holds one showcasing items
from the LC Christian
Education collection and
the first floor houses the
last two: alumni authors and
Korean pottery.
Overall,
the
LC
is
designed to be a warm and
inviting place for students,
whether they are studying
or catching up with friends

over
coffee.
Alexandra
Dobesh, a student worker at
the LC, is one of many who
has a second home in the
LC.
“I love the chairs tucked
between the bookcases in the
quiet zones. It’s peaceful and
quiet, and I’m surrounded
by one of my favorite things
- books,” Dobesh said.

Follets and Ozzy join Colenbrander
FROM PAGE 1
Follett
compares
moving into his new
position to his freshman
year at NW.
“I remember my time
here at NW and one
thing I remember being
so amazing as a freshman
was how quickly I went
from feeling scared in a
new place to feeling this
deep sense of belonging
and that I was home,”
Follett recalled. “When
I came into Coly and
the guys started filling
the rooms, the same
thing happened. My RAs
helped me get acclimated
and were supportive in
many ways.”
Follett
enjoys
connecting
with
his
residents with various
Coly activities, and his

residents enjoy it, too.
“It’s very reassuring
to be able to work with
someone that is excited
about
investing
and
developing relationships
with
his
students,”
resident assistant Misael
Bruzzone said. “Brian
and Madison have both
been amazing mentors
and getting to know them
has been a real blessing.”
In addition to the
Follett’s, they also bring
a new bundle of joy
to campus: Ozzy the
Cavachon.
“Ozzy is also pretty
great,” Bruzzone said.
Another
resident
assistant in Coly, AJ
Schaefer,
appreciates
Follett’s willingness to
try new things.
“What makes Brian
a great RD is that he

is
passionate
about
other people’s passions
- no matter what it is,”
Schaefer said.
Follett
echoed
the
same sentiment about his
enjoyment of trying new
things and listening to
other people’s interests.
“So far, I enjoy walking
the halls and getting
to have conversations
or play various games
with the people here,”
Follett said. “Whether it
is playing Madacascarts
in Bandana Beau’s room,
playing surviv.io with the
guys in the basement or
challenging guys in ping
pong, it is so amazing
to get connected with
everybody here.”
PHOTO BY LYDIA PEARSON
Coly RAs, Follett and Ozzy sit together on Follett’s couch.
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Campus vaccination comparably low
DORDT BEATS NW’S
RATE MARGINALLY
ASHLEY JARAMILLO
CRIMINAL JUSTICE

As COVID-19 still lingers and
the delta variant cases have risen,
Northwestern
combats
these
issues with vaccinations across
campus. The total vaccination rate
percentage is 40.35%, and this is
based on employees, resident and
commuter students. There may be
many more students or employees
who have been vaccinated, but
they have yet to be reported.
“Vaccines are the key to
protecting
the
students’
experience this year,” said Julie
Elliott, Dean of Student Life. “We
do not want to go back to all of the
mitigations we had in place last
year - masking, social distancing,
quarantining and daily checkins.”
Dordt University, NW’s rival
in Sioux Center, has a total
vaccination rate of 46% of oncampus students according to an
article in The Dordt Diamond.
Dordt’s rate is indeed more than
NW’s by over five percent and just
shy of the Iowa rate by 19%, which
is just over 65% fully vaccinated.

The state of Iowa rate is based
on individuals over the age of 18
years old. Although the U.S. rate
is 55.6% vaccinated, Iowa’s rate is
above this. Vaccinations are said
to lower the likelihood of having
to be hospitalized if one were to
contract the virus.
“Someone who is vaccinated
is far less likely to get the virus
and to pass it on to others” Elliott
said. “What we’re seeing across
the country is that nearly every
person being treated in ICUs
for COVID is unvaccinated. The
same is true for those who are
dying. So, vaccines are a way to
protect our students, faculty and
staff from the most serious effects
of the virus.”
Marty Guthmiller, the CEO
of the Orange City Area Health
System, provides insight on the
vaccination rates and what they
are saying about Sioux County.
“The numbers of Dordt and
NW are reflective of the way
the vaccine has been affecting
people,” Guthmiller said.
As of September 28, 6,483
is the number of deaths from
COVID-19 recorded in Iowa. Less
than one percent of those deaths
were under the age of 29 years of
age, so COVID-19 can be ruled

as a virus that heavily affects
the immunol compromised and
individuals with pre-existing
conditions. With this information,
92% of deaths are above the age
of 60 years. However, COVID-19
continues to affect people of all
ages.
“Typically speaking, college
students are going to be healthy,
young people.” Guthmiller said.
“Because of those statistics,
college students may not feel the
urgent need to be vaccinated.”
Regarding
Dordt’s
rate
compared to NW’s, the margin is
too small to matter.
“I wouldn’t make too much
of the deal between 40 and
46 percent, it’s statistically
immaterial,” Guthmiller said.
However, with college students
not feeling the need to be
vaccinated, the Orange City Area
Health System and NW faculty
argue the opposite: they highly
recommend getting the vaccine.
“Just because college students
may not get extremely sick from
it, they can definitely still spread
it to their parents, grandparents,
other students, and more.”
Guthmiller said.
Students can still get vaccinated
anywhere between now and

New delicacy at Brad’s
FROM PAGE 1
In fact, the gelato is so
fresh that they change
what flavors are served
weekly. NW alum Mikaela
Opgenorth
makes
the
gelato all from scratch
and enjoys experimenting
with new ingredients and
flavors. Previous flavors
have
included:
lemon
sorbetto, honey walnut,
turtle, pistachio, mojito,

vanilla
and
everyone’s
seasonal favorite, pumpkin
spice.
“I tried the lemon
sorbetto,” junior Emily De
Ruyter said. “It was the
perfect, refreshing treat for
a summer-like evening and
quite satisfying!”
One important thing to
note is that the hours gelato
is sold at Brad’s is different
from the hours the store
is open. Gelato is not sold
on Sunday, Monday or

Tuesday, but they are open
Wednesday through Friday
from 1-9 p.m. and on
Saturdays from 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Be sure to stop by and
grab some coffee and gelato
during that time.
“It’s so great to have
all
the
Northwestern
students back on campus!”
a spokesperson from Brad’s
said. “We love having them
stop in, grab coffee and do
homework.”

PHOTO BY NOELLE PHILIPPI
Brad’s is located downtown and also serves pastries and coffee.

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNSPLASH.COM
NW is offering a $100 compensation for students who get vaccinated

October 31 to receive a cash
incentive.
If a student tests positive for
COVID-19, a resident director
needs to be notified, along with
anyone in close contact with the
student. Isolate at home for ten

days from symptom onset. Ask a
friend or an RD for meal dropoff. Isolation may end once ten
days have passed since symptoms,
there is no fever, symptoms have
improved and the student feels
well.

OPINIONS
HOT TAKES!
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Harry Styles has been right all along

(As voiced by you, the students)

Is cereal a soup?
“Would pop tarts be
considered ravioli?”

“Yes! Bowl + liquid
consumed with a spoon =
soup.”

“I would argue that while
some cereal is a soup, other
cereal is a salad. Cereals with
multiple types of ingredients
that you can visually see are
actually a salad especially
because the milk is added
second.”

Alyssa Buren

Bio Health Professions
If you know me at all, you know that I love
Harry Styles. I love his music, his fashion,
but most of all, I love his personality and his
brand. You may be wondering, “Alyssa, he’s
a celebrity. You don’t know him. He doesn’t
know you. How do you know what he’s like?”
You’re right, I don’t know him personally, but I
think he uses his platform and brand to teach
an important lesson that we all seem to forget
too much: treat people with kindness.
It’s such a simple message, yet we make
it so hard to listen to. We live in a seemingly
polarizing time where every issue has two
sides with people yelling at each other to the
point where the ideas get lost in the sea of
voices. People are wrapped up in the logistics
and technicalities of everything that we seem
to have lost the main message we should all
strive for – just being a decent human to each
other.

Caleb Arnett

Political Science

“Depends on how much
milk you add. Cereal
without enough milk is a
stew.”

“Not a soup. Milk does not
serve as the broth but an
eating device to make cereal
easier to eat.”
The opinions expressed in these polls
respresent student preference and is no
way intented to indicate superior qualities
of one choice over another or endorse

man that dances around on a stage and sings
about fruit? I think they are saying the same
message in slightly different words. We need
to stop complicating Christianity and simply
treat people with kindness, and we can’t pick
and choose when we do so. We can’t apply
this only to the people where it’s convenient
or easy. When I say treat people with kindness,
I mean all people, even when it’s hard. Treat
people of differing opinions with kindness.
Treat LGBTQ+ people with kindness. Treat
immigrants and refugees with kindness.
Treat people of other races and ethnicities
with kindness. Treat people of other religions
with kindness. Treat every single person with
kindness.
Maybe you like Harry Styles, maybe you
don’t. However, I think we can all agree that
his message of treating people with kindness
is one that we can get behind. When we live
into this, we can help make the world just a
little more loving and accepting. So, whether
you’re dancing alone in your room to his song
or living it out in your interactions with your
neighbors, we should all listen to Harry Styles
when he says, “treat people with kindness.”

In defense of reformed pacifism

“No, because the dictionary
claims soup needs to be
boiled. Only a psychopath
boils cereal.”

“No! Beacuse you can eat
cereal plain without milk.”

Not too long ago, I was scrolling on TikTok,
as many do, and came across a video of a girl
describing a story in which she had been
hurt by the church. I briefly looked at the
comments and the top one, with thousands
of likes, said, “There’s no hate like Christian
love.” If you’re a Christian, this should break
your heart as much as it broke mine, but it
should also make you question the methods
of this so-called Christian love.
I would argue that Christianity has lost
its way of love and turned into a courtroom
where we debate and argue what’s right
and wrong. We’ve spent so much time and
energy arguing over who’s right and who we
can allow in the church that we forget the
most important message of Christianity: love.
It’s the whole point of Jesus’ ministry, and
he makes that evident in Matthew 22 when
he gives us what is known as the greatest
commandment. The command does not tell
us to exclude or judge, but rather to love
God and love our neighbor. I think that’s the
ultimate message of the gospel, and we can’t
accomplish this in such a divided and hateful
state. I think the fact that Christian love is
often equated with hate is an indication
enough about how well we are living out this
command.
So, why bring up Harry Styles? What does
the Bible have to do with a 27-year-old British

C

razy hippies.
This is the perception many
white evangelicals have of pacifists. The
emergence of evangelicals in the 20th
century and their inevitable assimilation
with neo-conservative ideology put
them at odds with just about all the
non-violent movements of the last 50
years. They labeled pacifists as “secular
idealists” and “hippies” who denied
America’s true place as God’s Kingdom.
As a result of this culture of militant and
masculine Christianity, there are plenty
of well-meaning and faithful evangelical
Christians who do not take pacifism and
non-violence seriously, particularly in the
Reformed Tradition. It is time for that to
change. The Reformed tradition itself can
argue for pacifism through the faithful
and serious interpretation of the Bible’s
creation, fall, redemption and restoration
theme.
Pacifism is the positive affirmation of
the superiority of peace in all scenarios.
It demands non-violent action in the face

$

of injustice and considers all human life
sacred, specifically in regard to war. It is
not passivism or inaction, and it is certainly
not apathy towards those trapped in evil
regimes.
Calvinists have long been one of the
most observantly militant branches
of American Christianity, for reasons
that are highly complex and debated.
Theologically, the story is not as militant.
When God created the Garden in Genesis;
it was perfect, void of sin, and Adam and
Eve existed in perfect, peaceful harmony
with all of God’s creation. Violence and war
were brought with the fall and not a part
of God’s sinless creation. Christ already
came and redeemed the world through
his death on the cross and he will return
to restore the world back to God’s original
plan, perfect peace. Pretty orthodox so far.
However, Reformed theology also
teaches that redemption is not something
we are passively waiting for, but one we are
actively contributing to. We are kingdom
builders that are presently bringing the
Kingdom of Heaven down to Earth. If
this is true, it has vast implications for
Christian life: we have to shape our lives
to match the Kingdom in which we are
working to bring about. In other words,
we cannot expect to further the Kingdom
by actively contributing to the worldly
sins of violence and war.
If this seems familiar, you would be
correct. It is part of the same systemic
theology that serves as the basis of the
Reformed biblical justice and pro-life
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ethic. Human flourishing is a key part
of the Gospels, including the social and
economic flourishing of non-christians
and secular nations. We combat systemic
injustices because they diminish human
flourishing, thus preventing us from
effectively being kingdom builders.
Further, we must go about combatting
injustices in Kingdom-like ways, as human
flourishing includes both the eradication
of injustice, violence and war and the
establishment of love centered human
interactions. Not even a truly evil threat
justifies deviating from our commitment
to love, else we fail to do our job as faithful
kingdom builders.
There is much more that could be said
about pacifism that would be impossible
to fit in this article. Separate arguments
exist entirely for the logic and practicality
of the doctrine from socioeconomic
perspectives. While these are important,
we know that our theology does not hinge
on political logic. Human flourishing is
not equal to worldly wealth and being
agents of the Kingdom is no guarantee
for national success. Loving our neighbor
is not always logical, but neither is
following a God we cannot see. However,
we do both regardless because we believe
the Heavenly Kingdom is greater than
our own, and because we believe that
creation can be restored to a glory beyond
any human imagination. It is time for
Reformed pacifism to make a comeback,
and it starts with us.

Editor’s Note
The opinions published both in print and online
are the opinions of the authors only. Beacon
staff members do not necessarily support the
opinions expressed in this section. Research and
editing (other than formatting) of articles is the
responsibility of the authors rather than the editors.
Respectfully,
the Beacon staff
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NW in momentum game dominates Dordt

WIN AGAINST
NO. 5 SEED
KESLIE PAUL
PUBLIC RELATIONS

In the rivalry battle of No.
9-ranked
Northwestern
(10-5, 2-3 GPAC) fought
hard and dominated the
No. 5 ranked Dordt (10-4,
2-3 GPAC) in straight sets
to pick up their tenth win
of the season. Freshman
Alysen Dexter had a
match-leading 15 kills to
help the Raiders to their
victory.
Junior Jadeyn Schutt
was a key player of the
match as she led the team
with six aces, 21 assist and
15 digs with help from
senior Emily Strasser who
contributed 13 digs for
the NW defense. With
an outstanding defensive
performance
by
the
Raiders, they held the
Defenders to a .168 hitting

percentage on the entire
match.
NW was also very
successful on offense as
they had a .325 hitting
percentage
that
game
and complete control of
the first set. The Raiders
were able to take a quick
lead with an 8-1 first set,
which forced Dordt to
take a time out early on.
The Defenders attempt
to come back with threestraight points, however,
the Raiders were first
to 15, leading 15-9. Still
fighting
Dordt
would
put up a small 3-1 run
together to make it 17-12.
Senior Bekah Horstman
would slam down a Dordt
dig, Horstman would then
connect with junior Katie
Peters for a double block
to give the Raiders the
winning point to close out
the set winning 25-18.
In the second set, Dordt
would come out strong
and take the first two

points, giving them the
momentum to a 5-1 lead.
A Horstman block to get
the Dordt offense out
of their rhythm allowed
the Raiders to come back
and take a 7-6 lead. The
two teams would go back
and forth as Dordt would
take
another
timeout
holding onto a 14-12 lead.
Another Horstman and
Peters combination block
set the tone as the match
was then tied 16-16. As
the set continued the game
tied once again at 20. NW
persevered through to take
a 2-0 set lead, concluding
the second match with
another win 25-23.
The Raiders needed
to win one more set to
conclude the game, but
the Defenders came out
strong once again taking
a 4-0 lead. The two teams
would tie up at 7-7 until
the Raiders take the
momentum as a 13-10 lead.
The rest of the set would

PHOTO COURTESY OF NW ATHLETICS
Senior Bekah Horst man and Junior Katie Peters with multiple big blocks that helped the

be dominated by NW, as
they go two separate 3-0
leads to put the Defenders
away. Schutt would tally
three huge service aces in
the third set to secure the
Dordt sweep.
Dexter and Horstman

both tallied over ten kills.
Horstman, Peters, and
Dexter were a huge threat
at the net for the Raiders,
securing all six of the
team’s blocks.
“Everybody did their
roles very well,” said

head coach Kyle Van Den
Bosch. “I thought we were
the most aggressive team
all afternoon. It was good
to come out on top!”

After stellar game, Cade Moser receives GPAC honors
MOSER TYING
GAME RECORD
KATIE JACOB
PUBLIC RELATIONS

After tying a program
single-game record of four
touchdown receptions in
Northwestern’s 38-0 rout
of Doane, the Great Plains
Athletic Conference (GPAC)
awarded
senior
Cade
Moser with the Hauff MidAmerica Sports Offensive
Player of the Week Honors
acknowledgement.
“Our
performance
against Doane was exactly
what we needed. I felt really
good about our offense to
be able to put points on the
board, as well as our defense
dominating their side of the

ball,” Moser said.
The No. 2 ranked Raiders
exploded for just under 500
yards of total offense on
Homecoming weekend with
Moser accounting for 142
yards on eight receptions.
His longest reception of the
afternoon was a 55-yard
connection at the start of the
second quarter, a drive that
would end in a Raider field
goal.
His
four-touchdown
performance adds him to
the list of previous stand
out Raider wide outs such
as Shane Solberg and Jared
Nelson, who both also have
games with four touchdown
receptions in their careers.
Junior Blake Fryar would find
Moser for touchdown throws
of 4-yards, 9-yards, 18-yards

and 26-yards.
“I was able to succeed
because the coaching staff
put me in really good spots to
make plays when my number
was called,” Moser said,
“Shoutout to Blake Fryar for
giving me chances to make
plays and trusting me with
that.”
Moser is the second GPAC
Offensive Player of the Week
this season as he joins his
quarterback, Fryar, who
received the honors back on
August 30 after the opening
week win at Presentation.
Four Raider football players
have earned GPAC Player of
the Week on the year.
Moser believes that their
success has been due to
everyone on the team taking
their role very seriously. “We

have a lot of guys that can
make plays for our offense,
so even though it was me that
got the opportunity to against
Doane, it could be anyone
else that does it next game,”
Moser said. “I think that
is what makes our offense
special.”
The Raiders have had a
very successful season so far
as they go 5-0 in GPAC play.
As they continue, they look
to hopefully win the GPAC.
Their biggest competitor
would be the Morningside
Mustangs, No. 3 in the Nation,
who they play on November
6. Their next game is away
on this Saturday, October 2
against Mount Marty, where
they hope to walk away with
a win.

PHOTO COURTESEY OF NW ATHLETICS
After tying most touchdowns in a single game, Cade Moser receives offensive
player of the week for GPAC.

Men’s and Women’s tennis afforded fun opportunity
FUN AND EASY
CO-ED MATCH
WILLIAM MINNICK
HISTORY
The NWC tennis
courts
saw
some
excitement
last
Thursday, Sept. 23 when
both the men’s and
women’s tennis teams
took the court together
in their second annual
intrasquad meet.
This special match
lasted about an hour and
a half and featured two
brackets, an A bracket
and a B bracket made
up eight doubles teams
consisting of one male
and one female tennis
athlete. The winners

of each bracket worked
their way through two
matches ending with
two pairs victorious.
Sophomore
Brailey
DeLaO
and
junior
Brian
VandenBurg,
won the A bracket,
while the victors of the
B bracket were a team
of three made up of
Junior Jessica Wilson,
freshman Ryan Mitchell
and junior Nick Van
Rijs.
The winners of each
bracket were awarded
a Pez candy dispense
and bragging rights to
use until next year’s
competition.
Van Rijs, a member
of the winning B
bracket doubles team

added,
“I’m
proud
of my doubles team.
Especially Slizzy (Ryan
Mitchell). He carried us
to victory, and everyone
bonded over the Pez.”
Less competition and
more fun, this meet
allowed for each team to
come together around
the sport they love. It
also allowed for some
comradery between two
teams of the same sport.
VandenBurg,
a
member of the winning
A bracket doubles team
and
a
second-time
victor of this meet was
delighted by his and
DeLaO’s performance
and what this match
meant to him, “I’m
proud of what Brailey

and I did on the court
last Thursday. This
meet has been a nice
opportunity to connect
with the women’s team,
enjoy the sport of tennis
and represent Raider
athletics.”
The women’s tennis
team, coached by Jaime
De Jong, started their
season at Buena Vista
with a 7-2 win. Their
next match is home at
3:45 p.m. against Iowa
Central
Community
College.
As for the men’s
team, led by Monte
Tilgner, they have a
2-0-win streak. Their
next match will be home
against Mount Marty
starting at 6 p.m.

PHOTO BY WILLIAM MINNICK
The men’s and women’s teams come together for a fun intersquad meet.
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NW students go to Black Hills

Beacon

WEEKEND OF REST AND
SPIRTUAL GROWTH

Staff

LYDIA RAKOW

EXERCISE SCIENCE

Aaron Eckmann
Co-Editor/Copy Editor

Every few years, Northwestern students are given

Noelle Philippi

the opportunity to go to the Black Hills for a fall

Co-Editor

retreat.
The retreat took place this past weekend,

Madie Harre

September 24-26 at Camp Judson surrounded by

Arts & Culture Editor

beautiful trees and mountains located in Keystone,

Camber Herrig

South Dakota. A total of 94 individuals attended this

Features Editor

year’s retreat. The annual fall retreats give students

Caleb Arnett

the opportunity to make new connections, dive deep

Opinions Editor

in God’s word relax and make lasting memories.
During the retreat, there was a main session

Katie Jacob

hosted on Saturday morning. The speakers for the

Sports Editor

main session were alumni staff Jeff and Karen Barker.

Emily Berggren

The Barkers taught the importance of memorizing

News Editor

scripture not only through their words but also

Jadeyn Veltkamp

through their acting skills and leading the group in
singing hymns.

Photo Editor

Kat Ochner said, “Seeing the Barkers act and

Riley Rasmussen

hearing them speak is always an incredible blessing;

Advertising Manager

they have such wisdom, godliness and life experience,
and there is so much to learn from them.”

The editorial staff
reserves the right to edit
submissions for style,
clarity and length.
For advertising rates
and submissions, email
Advertising Manager
Riley Rasmussen at
riley.rasmussen@
nwciowa.edu.

After the main session, students got to break out
into small group sessions and dive deep into the lesson
that the Barkers taught.
Lunch on Saturday was an hour of solitude. Students
got to pack a sack lunch and scatter throughout the
camp and have an hour to sit and reflect on what they
had learned and to talk to God.
On Saturday afternoon, students had the choice
of hiking to the top of Mount Baldy, going to Mount

PHOTO BY AVERY CALSBEEK
94 students and staff from Northwestern drove to the Black Hills to spend the weekend in fellowship.

Rushmore and Keystone, or exploring around Camp

and she said, “There was a big group that chose to

Judson.

hike, and pretty much everyone made it to the top. At

There were workshops on various topics offered
at night that students could have the opportunity of

the top, we took a lot of cool pictures, reflected on a
Psalm and soaked in God’s creation.”

attending. Large group games, a campfire with smores

Agre agreed and said, “Hiking up Mountt. Baldy

and singing and stargazing also took place Saturday

was so fun because I was with people with one

night.

common goal: to get to the top. Once we were up

On Sunday morning, worship was held outdoors

there, it was such a beautiful sight. But personally,

where student’s testimonies were shared, hymns were

the hymns we sang impacted me the most. Hearing

sung and God’s goodness was reflected upon.

100 people singing classic hymns in unison gave me

Annika Stecker and Bryant Agre are the prayer and

goosebumps.”

event coordinators this year, and the two students that
helped plan and orchestrate the Black Hills Retreat.
Stecker’s favorite part was the hike to Mount Baldy

Leadership Program

ACCELERATE
SIOUXLAND
EMILY BERGGREN
PUBLIC RELATIONS

This spring, Northwestern
College’s Center for Innovation
and Leadership decided to
offer

a

regional

development

leadership
program.

Applications

were

opened

earlier this year and 16 leaders
were selected.
Josh Van Es is the assistant
director of the Center for
Innovation and Leadership and
will lead the program. He has
a big-picture mindset when it
comes to the goals of Accelerate
Siouxland.
Van Es said, “The goal of
Accelerate

Siouxland

is

to

accelerate the communities in
Northwest Iowa. We do this
by taking current and future
leaders

from

communities

around the area and we give
them

leadership

training

along with showing them how
successful communities work.”
The 16 leaders come from
a

variety

including

of

backgrounds

employees

from

Diamond Vogel Paints, Peoples
Bank, Sekisui Aerospace, MOCFloyd Valley High School and
even a couple of NW students.

When asked why the Center

community’s strengths. The first

for Innovation and Leadership

meeting took place in Sheldon

decided

and focused on non-profits.

to

include

college

students in the mix, Van Es

The meetings are broken

said, “We think it is a great

up into two sessions: one in

opportunity for students to see

the morning and one in the

what it takes to be successful

afternoon. The morning sessions

outside of Northwestern’s walls.

focus on personal development

The student participants have

,and the afternoons are all about

teachers all around them during

community understanding.

the sessions. They are able

After the first two sessions,

to learn from the facilitators,

subgroups

will

identify

experts, and fellow external

organizations that they want to

participants.”

accelerate and work together to

Steven Van Meeteren and

create a project to do just that.

Noah Smith were the two

This will all be presented at the

honors

last session at the end of April.

students

that

were

selected to participate in the

Accelerate Siouxland plans

program. They were accepted

to continue this program for

through an application process

the foreseeable future and will

in the spring.

be accepting two or three more

Van Meeteren said, “As a

honors students in the spring.

Siouxlander myself, I thought

The students currently involved

it would be helpful to learn

view this as a great opportunity.

more about operations in the

Smith said, “The thing that

area while at the same time

I appreciate most about the

developing

skills.

Siouxland Journey Program is

I was especially interested in

that I have the opportunity to

learning about rural health and

connect with business leaders

non-profits in the area.”

here and in the surrounding

The

leadership

meet

area to learn how businesses

on the second Thursday of

program

will

are run and how they impact

every month from September

the community. It has also been

through April. The location of

insightful to learn more about

the meetings will change each

the businesses and to have the

time depending on the topic

opportunity to network within

that will be discussed and each

the community.”

PHOTO BY LYDIA RAKOW
Steven Van Meeteren and Noah Smith were two NW students that were accpted into the
leadership program.

